
MTU CORK SCHOOL OF MUSIC 


INHEF SYMPOSIUM 2022

25th INCLUSIVE AND UNIVERSAL APPROACHES IN HIGHER 

EDUCATION FOR STUDENTS WITH INTELLECTUAL 
DISABILITIES


NOVEMBER


S U P P O RT I N G  T H E  S U S TA I N A B I L I T Y  A N D  D E V E LO P M E N T  O F  E X I S T I N G  A N D  F U T U R E  
I N C L U S I V E  E D U C AT I O N  I N I T I AT I V E S  F O R  S T U D E N T S  W I T H  I N T E L L E C T UA L  D I S A B I L I T I E S  

W I T H I N  I R I S H  H I G H E R  E D U C AT I O N  P ROV I D E R S .



PRESENTATIONS


SKILLS FOR L IFE :  UNLOCKING OUR FUTURE

St John of God Kerry Serv ices & MTU Kerry 


 

01.




02.




CRAWFORD SUPPORTED STUDIOS
Cork C ity Counci l ,  MTU Crawford ,  Crawford Art Ga l lery & 
Cope Foundat ion

 


 

C rawfo r d  Suppo r t ed  S tud i o s  e x i s t s  t h r ough  pa r tne r sh i p s  w i th  Co r k  
C i t y  Counc i l ,  MTU C rawfo r d ,  C r awfo r d  A r t  Ga l l e r y  and  Cope  
Founda t i on .  I t  a ims  t o  p r o v i de  a  su s ta i ned  c r ea t i v e  en v i r onment  f o r  
i nd i v i dua l s  w i t h  d i s ab i l i t i e s  o r  spec i f i c  s oc i a l  needs  t o  de ve l op  
the i r  a r t  p r ac t i c e .  The  S tud i o  r uns  tw i ce  week l y ,  one  da y  on  
l o ca t i on  i n  C r awfo r d  A r t  Ga l l e r y  and  one  da y  i n  MTU C rawfo r d  
Co l l e ge  o f  A r t  &  Des i gn .  I n  p r ac t i c a l  t e rms ,  C r awfo r d  Suppo r t ed  
S tud i o s  p r o v i de s  s a f e  s tud i o  space ,  a r t  mate r i a l s ,  equ i pment ,  two  
l ong- te rm s tud i o  f a c i l i t a t o r s ,  c onnec t i on  t o  cu l t u r a l  i n s t i t u t i on s ,  
a s s i s t ance  w i th  t r anspo r t  and  commun i ca t i on s ,  a cce s s  t o  
e xh i b i t i on s ,  aud i ences ,  pee r s ,  and  suppo r t  i n  t e rms  o f  p r o f e s s i ona l  
t r a i n i ng  and  de ve l opment .     


A  s tudent  l e ad  p r e sen ta t i on  showcas i ng  a  se l e c t i on  o f  t he i r  
pe r s ona l  succes se s .  The  Sk i l l s  f o r  L i f e  c ou r se  i s  ope ra ted  f r om 
Muns te r  Techno l og i ca l  Un i v e r s i t y  (MTU)  i n  pa r tne r sh i p  w i th  S t  
John  o f  God  Ke r r y  Se r v i c e s  ( SJOG) .  Sk i l l s  f o r  L i f e  i s  a  Qua l i t y  
Qua l i f i c a t i on  I r e l and  (QQ I )  acc r ed i t ed  th r ee- yea r  f u l l - t ime  cou r se  
tha t  suppo r t s  s choo l  l e a ve r s  w i th  i n te l l e c tua l  d i s ab i l i t i e s .  Th i s  
p r e sen ta t i on  w i l l  b e  a  b l end  o f  t he  s tudent s  speak i ng  abou t  the i r  
succes s  and  e xpe r i ences  o f  t he  cou r se .  A l s o ,  t h i s  p r e sen ta t i on  w i l l  
h i gh l i gh t  t he  bene f i t s  o f  u s i ng  t echno l og y  t o  comp l e te  QQ I  u s i ng  a  
new d i g i t a l  f o rmat .  Th i s  p r e sen ta t i on  w i l l  i n c l ude  l i v e  account s ,  
v i d eo s  and  pho to s  o f  t he  s tudent s '  a ch i e vement s .  



PRESENTATIONS

THE INCLUSIVE LEARNING INIT IAT IVE ( IL I)  

Maynooth Univers i ty & Serv ice-Learn ing Partnersh ip Group


 

03.




04.




THE IMPACT OF A UNIVERSALLY DESIGNED, INCLUSIVE THIRD-
LEVEL EDUCATION PROGRAM FOR ADULTS WITH INTELLECTUAL 
DISABIL IT IES IN A DUBLIN COLLEGE

TU Dub l in & Av ista  

 


 

The  r i gh t  t o  an  i nc l u s i v e  educa t i on  i s  e xp l i c i t l y  s t a ted  i n  A r t i c l e  
24  o f  t he  Un i t ed  Nat i on s  Conven t i on  on  the  R i gh t s  o f  Pe r s ons  w i th  
D i s ab i l i t i e s  (Un i t ed  Nat i on s  20 1 6 ) .  Wh i l e  much  p r og re s s  ha s  been  
made  i n  I r e l and  o ve r  t he  l a s t  25  yea r s  i n  p r o v i d i ng  oppo r tun i t i e s  
f o r  i n c l u s i v e  educa t i on  f o r  ch i l d r en  w i th  i n te l l e c tua l  d i s ab i l i t i e s  
a t  p r e schoo l ,  p r ima r y  and  seconda r y  l e v e l ,  t he  same canno t  be  sa i d  
f o r  oppo r tun i t i e s  a t  t h i r d  l e v e l .  TU  Dub l i n  (B l ancha rd s t own 
Campus )  t oge the r  w i th  A v i s t a  s e r v i c e s  ha ve  co l l a bo r a ted  s i nce  
2009  t o  p r o v i de  an  i nc l u s i v e  t h i r d  l e v e l  educa t i on  p r og r amme 
ca te r i ng  f o r  s tudent s  w i th  i n te l l e c tua l  d i s ab i l i t i e s .  A  ma j o r  
f ea tu re  o f  t he  p r og r amme i s  i t s  i n c l u s i v e  na tu re .  S tudent s  w i th  
i n te l l e c tua l  d i s ab i l i t i e s  a t t end  a  r ange  o f  modu l e s  w i th  TU  Dub l i n  
s tudent s  ac r o s s  v a r i ou s  p r og r ammes .  I n  f o cus  g r oups ,  s oc i a l  c a r e  
s tudent s  spoke  abou t  the i r  e xpe r i ences ,  ob se r v a t i on s  and  op i n i on s  
o f  t he  impac t  o f  be i ng  pa r t  o f  an  i nc l u s i v e  and  d i v e r s e  l e a rn i ng  
en v i r onment  wh i ch  i nc l uded  s tudent s  w i th  i n te l l e c tua l  d i s ab i l i t i e s  
i n  t he i r  c l a s s  g r oup .

Th i s  r e sea r ch  i s  abou t  how s tudent s  e xpe r i ence  l e a rn i ng  and  
f ac i l i t a t e  i nc l u s i v e  h i ghe r  educa t i on .  I t  i s  a  co l l e c t i v e  
con t r i bu t i on  f r om g radua te s  and  one  o f  t he  p r og r amme f ac i l i t a t o r s  
o f  t he  I nc l u s i v e  Lea rn i ng  I n i t i a t i v e  ( I L I )  Maynoo th  Un i v e r s i t y  
wh i ch  r an  f r om 20 1 1 -  20 18 .  The  I L I  was  e s tab l i s hed  a s  an  acces s  
r ou te  and  suppo r t  s y s t em f o r  s tudent s  w i th  i n te l l e c tua l  
d i s ab i l i t i e s  w i sh i ng  t o  engage  i n  h i ghe r  educa t i on .  The  i n i t i a t i v e  
was  ba sed  on  a  f u l l y  i n c l u s i v e  mode l  o f  suppo r t .  Th i s  means  
s tudent s  choo se  the i r  own p r og ramme o f  s tudy  a r e  i n v i t ed  t o  
pa r t i c i pa te  i n  co l l e ge  cou r se s ,  c e r t i f i c a te  p r og r ammes ,  and/o r  
deg ree  p r og r ammes  tha t  a r e  e x i s t en t  i n  t he  un i v e r s i t y .  No  
p r og r amme base  e x i s t s  and  the re  a r e  no  spec i a l l y  de s i gned  
p r og r ammes  f o r  d i s ab l ed  s tudent s ,  s o  i nd i v i dua l s  a va i l  t hemse l v e s  
o f  e x i s t i ng  suppo r t s  t h r ough  the  co l l e ge  and  o the r  r e l e v an t  suppo r t  
agenc i e s .  The  I L I  ha s  been  pa r t  o f  t he  na t i ona l  and  i n te rna t i ona l  
c on ve r sa t i on  w i th  r e spec t  t o  i nc l u s i v e  h i ghe r  educa t i on .  Numerous  
r e sea r ch  s tud i e s ,  f o cused  on  the  s tudent  and  s t a f f  e xpe r i ence ,  
ha ve  been  f ac i l i t a t ed  t o  cap tu re  the  s i gn i f i c an t  l e a rn i ng ,  
imp l ementa t i on  cha l l enges ,  and  impac t  o f  t he  I L I .  



PRESENTATIONS


INTEGRATION OF STUDENTS WITH INTELLECTUAL DISABIL IT IES 
AT AN AMERICAN RESEARCH UNIVERSITY

C lemson Univers i ty


 

05.




06.




FACIL ITATING STUDENT VOICE AND CHOICE IN THE INCLUSIVE 
ONLINE CLASSROOM THROUGH UNIVERSAL DESIGN FOR 
LEARNING. 

Mary Immaculate Co l lege 

 


 
Th i s  p r e sen ta t i on  cha r t s  t he  de ve l opment s  o f  t he  de ve l opment s  
a s s oc i a t ed  w i th  one  mode l  o f  i n c l u s i v e  educa t i on  a imed  a t  
suppo r t i ng  the  l e a rn i ng  de ve l opment  o f  a  g r oup  o f  adu l t  l e a rne r s  
w i th  I D  ba sed  a t  M IC  du r i ng  the  Co v i d  pandemic  and  a s soc i a t ed  
d i g i t a l  p i v o t .  The r e  w i l l  b e  a  pa r t i cu l a r  emphas i s  on  ba r r i e r  
r emova l  and  i nno va t i v e  cu r r i cu l um des i gn  th r ough  the  
imp l ementa t i on  o f  t he  Un i v e r s a l  De s i gn  f o r  Lea rn i ng  f r amework .  We 
f ocus  on  the  s t r a teg i e s  and  e- l ea rn i ng  mode l s  wh i ch  we re  emp l o yed  
t o  c r ea te  mean ing fu l  c on tex t s  f o r  s tudent  engagement  f o r  t h i s  
g r oup  o f  l e a rne r s  i n  t he  on l i ne  c l a s s r o om .  We w i l l  c ons i de r  s ome 
o f  t he  t r ans f e r r ab l e  l e s s ons  and  hea r  f r om some o f  t he  l e a rne r s  
i n v o l v ed  a s  t he y  sha re  the i r  e xpe r i ences  o f  on l i ne  l e a rn i ng .

Th i s  s e s s i on  w i l l  p r o v i d e  i n s i gh t s  i n t o  C l emsonL I F E  ( Lea rn i ng  i s  f o r  
E v e r y one ) ,  a  h yb r i d  po s t - seconda r y  educa t i on  (PSE )  p r og r am 
des i gned  t o  p r omote  emp l o yment  and  i ndependent  l i v i ng  s k i l l s  f o r  
y oung  adu l t s  w i th  i n te l l e c tua l  d i s ab i l i t i e s .  The  se s s i on  p r o v i de s  an  
oppo r tun i t y  f o r  pa r en t s  and  t eache r s  t o  a sk  ques t i on s  abou t  PSE  
p r og r ams  r ega rd i ng  cu r r i cu l um ,  j o b  s k i l l s  t r a i n i ng ,  s oc i a l  s k i l l s  
de ve l opment ,  and  commun i t y  i n t eg ra t i on  i n t o  a  t r ad i t i ona l  c o l l e ge  
campus  i n  t he  Un i t ed  S ta te s .  

Ke yno te  1



PRESENTATIONS

A LOT DONE, MORE TO DO

Univers i ty Co l lege Cork


 

07.




08.




THINK GLOBALLY ,  ACT LOCALLY ,  INCLUSION IN HIGHER 
EDUCATION! 
Kingsborough Community Co l lege ,  Brook lyn

C ity Univers i ty of  New York 

 


 

D r .  Ca rpen te r  w i l l  d e sc r i be  the  con t r i bu t i on s  tha t  s tudent s  w i th  
i n te l l e c tua l  d i s ab i l i t i e s  make  i n  t he  A r t s  i n  Educa t i on  cou r se s  she  
t eaches  a t  K i ng sbo r ough  Commun i t y  Co l l e ge  i n  B r ook l yn  NY .  M ichae l  
L e t tman  f ou r th- yea r  s tudent  a t  K i ng sbo r ough  w i l l  c on t r i bu te  t o  
t h i s  d i s cu s s i on .  D r .  Ca rpen te r  w i l l  t hen  ou t l i n e  the  g r ow ing  
i n te rna t i ona l  movement  o f  i n c l ud i ng  s tudent s  w i th  i n te l l e c tua l  
d i s ab i l i t i e s  i n  h i ghe r  educa t i on  and  f i na l l y ,  s he  w i l l  d i s cu s s  an  
on l i ne  mus i c  ou t r each  p r o j e c t  w i th  s tudent s  w i th  i n te l l e c tua l  
d i s ab i l i t i e s  i n  t he  UK  and  the i r  pee r s  i n  t he  USA .  Mos t  impo r tan t l y  
t he r e  w i l l  b e  a  chance  f o r  y ou  t o  pa r t i c i pa te  i n  s ome mus i c -
mak ing  du r i ng  th i s  p r e sen ta t i on !

We a re  s tudent s  on  the  Ce r t i f i c a te  i n  D i s ab i l i t y  I nc l u s i v e  P r ac t i c e  
(CD IP )  i n  UCC .  We a re  back  i n  co l l e ge  because  we  en j o yed  be i ng  
Ce r t i f i c a te  i n  Con tempo ra r y  L i v i ng  (CCL )  s tudent s .  The  CCL  ga ve  u s  
a  chance  t o  go  t o  co l l e ge .  We met  new peop l e ,  made  new f r i end s .  
We go t  t o  t r y  ou t  d i f f e r en t  sub j ec t s .  We met  s tudent s  f r om 
Amer i ca  who  came to  UCC  f o r  a  Summer  Schoo l .  F o r  a  l o t  o f  u s ,  
be i ng  a  s tudent  and  l e a rn i ng  ga ve  u s  con f i d ence .  S ome o f  u s  j o i ned  
C l ub s  and  Soc i e t i e s  i n  UCC  and  ga ve  speeches .  We go t  i n v o l v ed  i n  
c l ub s  and  s oc i e t i e s ,  f und ra i s i ng ,  and  made  p re sen ta t i on s .  Ou t s i de  
o f  c o l l e ge ,  we  f e l t  mo re  con f i d en t .  We d i d  an  aud i t  o f  t he  UCC  
campus .  We f ound  th i ng s  d i d  no t  a lway s  wo rk  p r ope r l y  o r  
s omet imes  no t  a t  a l l  f o r  a l l  s tudent s  w i th  d i s ab i l i t i e s .  We 
p re sen ted  what  we  f ound  t o  s en i o r  manage r s  t o  UCC .  We made  a  
d i f f e r ence ,  and  we  we re  p r oud  t o  g r adua te .  We ha ve  shown tha t  
ha v i ng  an  I D  shou l d  no t  s t op  y ou  f r om go i ng  t o  co l l e ge .  Bu t  the r e  
a r e  th i ng s  tha t  do  s t op  peop l e  w i th  I D  f r om go i ng  t o  co l l e ge .  Th i s  
i n c l ude s  money .  We need  t o  be  ab l e  t o  app l y  f o r  g r an t s  l i k e  o the r  
s tudent s .  We a r e  p r oud  o f  ou r  succes s  bu t  the r e  mus t  be  mo re  
done  t o  make  su re  mo re  s tudent s  w i th  I D  ha ve  the  chance  t o  be  
l i k e  u s .
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PRESENTATIONS

GUESS WhO(T)?

Dub l in C ity Univers i ty & Tr in ity Co l lege Dub l in


 

09.


 Th ree  p r o f e s s i ona l s  f r om two  INHEF  p r og r ammes  w i l l  c ome t oge the r  

t o  r e f l e c t  on  the i r  wo rk i ng  r o l e s .  Th r ough  s t o r y t e l l i n g ,  t he y  w i l l  
s how how they  suppo r t  l e a rne r s  w i th  I D  i n  h i ghe r  educa t i on  and  
wo rk  e xpe r i ences .  E v e r y one  i n  t he  aud i ence  w i l l  b e  we l c ome to  
pa r t i c i pa te !  



MEDIA STATIONS & POSTERS


UNIVERSITY COLLEGE CORK: 

A Bloom of Inc lus ion or a Thorny Problem?



DUBLIN CITY UNIVERSITY :  

“This was the best work exper ience ever because was 
a lso my f i rst”: My Photo Story .  Learner v iew of the DCU 
Abi l i ty Campus course and work p lacement.



CLEMSON UNIVERSITY :  

Promoting Independence for Indiv iduals with Inte l lectual 
Disabi l i t ies through Ass ist ive Technology  



TRINITY COLLEGE DUBLIN:

 Student vo ice on inc lus ive learning in higher education



TU DUBLIN: 

To demonstrate student success , s ix graduates who have 
completed the Learning Together Programme in TU Dubl in ,  
B lanchardstown wi l l  present a v ideo.



AVISTA:

Learning Together Programme - Employment 


01.


02.


03.


04.


05.


06.




SESSION 1 CHAIR: SYLVIA HEALY 

Presentation 1: Skills for Life: Unlocking Our Future 


Presentation 2: Crawford Supported Studios 


Presentation 3: The Inclusive Learning Initiative (ILI) 

Maynooth University & Service-Learning Partnership 

Group (2011- 2018)  


Presentation 4: The impact of a universally designed, 

inclusive third-level education programme for adults 

with intellectual disabilities in a Dublin college 


10:00 

10:20

10:40

11:00

11:15

Teas, Coffees: Reception Area  & Multimedia Stations 


 


11:25

Presentation 5 – Keynote: Integration of Students 

with Intellectual Disabilities at an American Research 

University 


Presentation 6: Facilitating student voice and choice 

in the inclusive online classroom through Universal 

Design for Learning. 


Presentation 7: A Lot Done, More to Do  


 


 


 


SESSION 2 CHAIR: IARA SYNOTT 

12:00

12:35

12:55

13:15

Further Questions & Answers  


 


Further Questions & Answers  


 




SESSION 3 CHAIR: DONATELLA CAMEDDA 

Performance: Inclusive Music Ensemble of Cork 

School of Music 


Presentation 8 – Keynote: Think globally, act locally, 

Inclusion in higher education!  


Presentation 9: Guess WhO(T)?  


14.35

Closing Remarks with Professor Michael Shevlin 


 


Feedback Session   


 


14.35

15.10

15.30

16.00

FINISH16.10

Lunch in the Reception Area & Multimedia Stations   


 


13:30



Let the world know

you’ll be attending the 

conference!


Conference Hashtag:
 #INHEF
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